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Notification of the First Office Action 



1. H The applicant requested examination as to substance and examination has been carried out on the 
above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of the 
People's Republic of China(hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law"). 
□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 
35(2) of the Patent Law. 

2.IEI The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in JP on ' 09/10/2001 , filed in on : 



filed in on , filed in on 

filed in" on , filed in on 



□ The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 

application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the 
priority application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have 
been made under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 

3. □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on and on , wherein 

the amended submitted on and 

the amended submitted on are not acceptable, 

because said amendments do not comply with □ Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 
Notification. 

4. E3 Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed. 

□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

the abstract submitted on , and the figure for the abstract submitted on . 

5. □ This Notification is issued without search reports. 

^ This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

H Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will 
be used throughout the examination procedure): 



No. 


Number(s) or Title(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 

fr\r tli#» filintr Hcitf /rP prinfliptinQ flnnlirafion^ 
^or me iiiiiig Uciie ui cuinu^uiig ojjjjii^auuuy 


1 


JP 5-318845 A 


Date: 03 Month: 12 Year: 1993 


2 


CN 1137649 A 


Date: 11 Month: 12 Year: 1996 


J> 


CN 1152747 A 


Date: 25 Month: 06 Year: 1997 


4 




Date: Month: Year: 
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Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
□ On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations. 
K On the Claims: 

H Claim(s) Hi is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 

paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent 

Law. 

Claim(s) 1JJ does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 

4 of the Patent Law. 

El Claim(s) j-£ does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

S Claim(s) 2 does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 
Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

7. In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

jg^ The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and 
make amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion 
of the Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit 

sufficient reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The folio wings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4 
months counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the 
time limit is not met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 
(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in 
conformity with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed 
over to the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to 
the Reception Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the 
Patent Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 2 pages and the following attachments: 
H 3 cited reference(s), totaling 14 pages. □ 

Examination Dept. 9 Examiner: Dong Zehua Seal of the Examination Department 
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Chinese Patent Application No.02 14380 1.3 



Notification of the First Office Action 

1. Claim 1 seeks to protect a recording device. However, according to the mode of 
carrying out the invention of the specification, that is, lines 7-11, page 7 (Attorney: lines 7-13, 
page 8 of Japanese text), this invention actually provides a photo-direct printer apparatus. So 
the subject matter of recording device of claim 1 does not agree with the printer apparatus 
described in the embodiments, which renders the technical solution of claim 1 not to be 
substantially supported by the specification. Thus claim 1 contradicts Article 26.4 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. Moreover, claims 4 and 6 have the similar defects. 

Even if the word "recording" in claim 1 is amended as "printing" and the description 
of "recording image on a recording medium" in line 4 therein (Attorney: line 5, page 24 of the 
Japanese text) is amended as "storing image in a memory" in order to overcome the 
above-mentioned defect, claim 1 still has no inventiveness stipulated in Article 22.3 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. The reasons are as follows. 

2. Reference 1 (JP5-318845A) in the same technical field also discloses a direct 
printer, and discloses the following technical features (see line 20, column 1 to line 7, column 
4 and figure 1 of the specification). Namely, in order to directly print data from various outer 
apparatuses, the printer is provided with two or more different outer apparatus interfaces so as 
to be respectively connected to two or more outer apparatuses (corresponds to the input means 
of claim 1); a print means (corresponds to the memory and the print means of the amended 
claim 1) which can print after it receives data from the outer apparatuses and perform a buffer 
store processing; a control means for controlling the print means and the outer apparatuses 
corresponds to the first/second print control means in the amended claim 1 . 

Claim 1 differs from reference 1 in a decoding means for decompressing the second 
data source and an image processing means for executing color space conversion processing, 
size change processing, and color conversion processing. 

However, reference 2 (CN1137649A) in the same technical field also discloses a print 

l 



system, and discloses that a print system comprises a printer and information processing 
device (see lines 17-20, page 4 of the specification), wherein the information processing 
system is provided for the printer in order that the printer can print the compressed data input 
from the outer apparatus. Reference 2 implies that a processing device for correspondingly 
processing the corresponding data is provided for the printer in order that a printer can print 
the data input from the outer apparatus. 

Moreover, reference 3 (CN 11 52747 A) in the same technical field discloses an image 
processing method, and discloses (see the abstract of the specification) that the printing is 
done after a synthesis processing of zooming in, zooming out and rotating an image through 
an image processing device, and reference 3 also implies that the image is edited and 
processed according to the need of the data input from the outer. 

So, when the skilled in the art faces the technical problem to be solved in this 
invention of inputting data from various outer apparatuses and printing the input various data, 
it is obvious for a printer provided with various outer apparatuses interfaces to further provide 
various information processing devices for processing various data input from the outer 
apparatuses by combining the technical contents of reference 1 that a printer is provided with 
various outer apparatus interfaces so as to input data from various outer apparatuses and print 
the input various data with the technical implicate of reference 2 that a processing device for 
correspondingly processing the corresponding different data is provided for a printer in order 
that the printer can. print different data input from different outer apparatuses. 

Moreover, reference 3 also implies that the image is edited and processed according to 
the need of the data input from the outer. So, on the basis of reference 2 that different 
information processing device for correspondingly processing the corresponding different 
data is provided for a printer in order that the printer can print different data input from 
different outer apparatuses, it is also obvious to further provide an image editing means for 
editing the data input from the outer apparatus for a printer in order to edit according to the 
need of the image data input from the outer apparatus so as to be convenient for direct print. 

Thus, when the skilled in the art faces the technical problem to be solved in this 
invention of inputting data from various outer apparatuses and printing the input various data, 
it is obvious to obtain the technical solution of disposing various interfaces for a printer, 
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disposing decompressing/editing means according to the direct-printing data from different 
outer apparatuses. So the amended claim 1 has not inventiveness stipulated in Article 22.3 of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 

3 . Claim 2 has not inventiveness stipulated in Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law, 
since reference 1 has disclosed providing two or more kinds of external device interfaces for 
the printer. 

4. Claim 3 has not inventiveness stipulated in Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law, 
since it is well known in this field that data processing is made using hard ware processor and 
corresponding soft ware controlling program. 

5. Claim 4 corresponds to claim 1. The memory card mounting unit and a first/second 
terminal correspond to the different input means in claim 1 , and the remaining part are same 
as claim 1 . The memory card mounting unit and a first/second terminal in claim 4 correspond 
to two or more kinds of external device interfaces in reference 1. So claim 4 has not 
inventiveness stipulated in Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law for the same reasons as for 
claim 1. 

6. Claims 6-8 seek to protect methods corresponding to the apparatus of claims 1-3. 
So claims 6-8 have not inventiveness stipulated in Article 22.3 of the Chinese Patent Law for 
the same reasons as for claims 1-3. 

7. Claim 9 seeks to protect a computer-readable storage medium for storing a program. 
The program has not any effect to the characteristics of the storage medium itself So the 
storage medium defined by the program is not clear and contradicts Rule 20.1 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law (please refer to lines 11-15, page 148 of 
Section 2 of the Examination Guidelines). 

8. Claim 10 seeks to protect a program which belongs to a metal rules and activities, 
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so it cannot be patented according to Article 25.2 of the Chinese Patent Law (please refer to 
line 2, page 145 of Section 2 of the Examination Guidelines). 

For the reasons above, the applicant should file sound arguments and/or new text in 
due time. When the claims are amended, the description should be amended correspondingly 
according to Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. Any 
amendment should satisfy Article 38 of the Chinese Patent Law that the amendment shall not 
go beyond the original disclosure. If the applicant does not file sound arguments or file new 
text, this application will be finally rejected. The voluntary amendments will not be accepted. 
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